Left ventricular-coronary sinus fistula after mitral valve replacement: diagnosis by transthoracic and transesophageal echocardiography.
Repeated mitral valve replacement, particularly in case of heavily calcified mitral annulus, may lead to iatrogenic injury to the posterior atrioventricular groove leading to hematoma, myocardial rupture and/or intracardiac shunt. In this report, the echocardiographic features of left ventricular to coronary sinus fistula developed after repeated mitral valve replacement, are described for the first time. Transthoracic and transesophageal echocardiography allow the early detection of this extremely rare form of iatrogenic injury.